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Command Chronology 01 APR 06 to 30 APR 06 
Sect i on I: Administration 
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Reporting Unit Code: 12230 
Location: Hurricane Point, Ar Ramadi, Iraq 
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FACs 

BATTALION SURGEON ---MEDICAL OFFICER ----CHAPLAIN 
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SERGEANT MAJOR AND SENIOR ENLISTED 
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LIMA COMPANY 
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AVERAGE TASK FORCE STRENGTH 

MARINE OFFICER: 47 

MARINE ENLISTED: 872 

NAVY OFFICER: 3 

NAVY ENLISTED: 57 

CIVILIAN: 2 

ARMY OFFICER: 0 

ARMY ENLISTED: 5 

AIR FORCE ENLISTED: 1 

AVERAGE TOTAL STRENGTH: 988 

LEGAL 

BATTALION NJPS: 5 

SUMMARY COURT MARTIALS: 0 

SPECIAL COURT MARTIALS: 2 

GENERAL COURT MARTIALS: 0 

IVESTIGATIONS: 1 EOF, 1 MISSING GEAR 

DETENTION OPERATIONS: 111 DETAINEES PROCESSED 

AWARDS APPROVED BY THE BN CO 

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION: 0 

MERITORIOUS MASTS: 1 

CERTIFICATE OF COMMENDATION: 5 

OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER SERVICE MEDAL: 0 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL: 5 



S-2 

Command Chronology 01 APR 06 to 30 APR 06 
Section II: Narrative Summary 

The intelligence shop focused on updating and refining the 
battalion targeting package along with high value individual (HVI) list 
during the month of April. The targeting campaign has been refined to 
the point where targets can be addressed systematically, usually in 
line with another mission in order to best utilize limited assets and 
mitigate threat. The objective of the targeting campaign, which 
encompasses both terrain targets as well as human targets, has been to 
disrupt safe houses and other physical structures that are symbols of 
the Anti Coalition Force power in the AO. If the enemy cannot be killed 
or captured they can be driven away from the AO by aggressive actions 
on the Battalion's part. The targeting campaign has been successful in 
disrupting the enemy's actions in zone as well as weakening leadership 
by detaining key figures. 

During the month of April new assets were added to the battalion 
that aided in intelligence and target acquisition. The new additions 
included Ground Sensor Platoon, as well as Radio Battalion assets. 
These assets provide force protection and early warning of enemy 
activity to static observation posts throughout the city. 

The intelligence shop will continue with its' enduring tasks in 
zone as well as continue to refine the human targeting process and 
execute terrain targets that have served as a command and control nodes 
for high value targets. 

S-3 

Task Force 3/8 started April following up on the successful 
Relief in Place (RIP) with 3/7. The S-3 continued to support enduring 
tasks within 3/8 battle space. The enduring tasks in zone consist of 
the following types of operations: mounted/dismounted patrols, snap 
vehicle checkpoints, ambush patrols, over watch positions, fixed site 
security, census patrols, mosque monitoring, and cordon and searches. 
The ·combat Operations Center (COC) provided command and control to 
several significant events throughout the battle space during the month 
of April. These significant events include Iraqi Police (IP) 
screenings, IP implementation at the Western Ramadi Police Station, 
Iraqi Army recruitments, multiple complex attacks against fixed site 
positions, capture of three (3) key insurgent propagaHdist and a 
suicide vehicle-borne improvised explosive device attack that occurred 
at OP VA. The Operations Officer and the Assistant Operations Officer 
assisted in the delivery of aviation ordnance on three different 
occasions while conducting operations in the COC. This ordnance 
consisted of two (2) Laser Mavericks a~d one (1) GBU-38. Debriefs and 
After Actions were conducted within the S-3 following each significant 
event. 
The COC continued to submit combat reports and situation updates to 2nd 

Brigade Combat Team on a daily basis. The S-3 sent the Marines in the 
section to the Reset the Force classes, which is a monthly requirement 
for the battalion in a combat zone. 

The Forward Air Controllers (FAC) continued to rotate every six 
days through OP Horea. The FACs also continued to support TF Dagger 
missions and Battalion quick reaction force missions as required. 



The S-3A conducted future planning on several potential battalion 
operations to be conducted in 3/8 AO. The packages were briefed to the 
battalion staff and commanders during the Commander's Meeting. The 
potential future operations included a battalion level snap vehicle 
checkpoint operation, a shaping operation to conduct ·a civil assessment 
of the Ramadi Hospital, and Operation VICTORY, later changed to 
OPERATION IRON EAGLE, which was cancelled by higher headquarters. The 
only operation that was executed from the plans briefed was the plan 
for OPERATION IRON EAGLE that took place in area east and southeast of 
OP HOREA by Weapons and India Company. This operation was conducted to 
disrupt insurgent activity; however, it did not have an assigned 
operational name. The S-3/Future Plans cell conducted Marine Corps 
Planning Process for OPERATION GENERAL HOSPITAL during the last two 
weeks of April. 

S-4 

April started with the S-4 section running standard logistical 
operations. Log Train conducted twice daily runs to Hurricane Point to 
deliver standard logistical support of Class I, Class III, and when 
ordered, Class V to the FASP. The S-4 Section was based out of the 
Logistical Operations Center (LOC) aboard Camp Ramadi. The armory and 
field mess section was still based out of Hurricane Point to provide 
immediate support to the main body of the battalion. The armory was 
additionally split with one armorer embedded with India Company aboard 
Camp Blue Diamond. 

During the first week of April, the S-4 Section was focused on 
the I MEF Equipment Density List Validation. The actual EDL Validation 
document was due to I MEF on 08 April. On 15 April, the S-4 Officer, 
the Supply Officer, and a team comprised of key personnel from the 
battalion staff went to Camp Fallujah for the EDL Validation 
Conference. This conference was· to determine the equipment required 
for each battalion, based on their Area of Operations and mission. 
Also during the first week, the S-4 Section focused on removing the 
HAZMAT that was aboard Hurricane Point. The majority of the HAZMAT was 
old lithium batteries, but also included POLs from Motor-T and old car 
batteries that were located throughout Hurricane Point. All of this 
HAZMAT was removed by 08 April and a system was set up to pick up 
HAZMAT in the future. 

During mid-April, there was a large coordinated attack on the 
Government Center, OP VA, and OP Horea in which these posts took 
significant damage. The S-4 Section's primary mission after this 
attack was to rebuild the posts that were destroyed and to rebuild any 
force protection that was damaged. For the week after this attack, the 
S-4 was solely focused on pushing Class IV, barriers, and sandbags to 
these locations. On 20 April, the S-4 Section signed for an M577 to 
put at the front gate of OP VA in place of the 4-Door MAK Upgraded 
HMMWV. Additionally, the S-4 Section took over the escort requirement 
of the Iraqi Police (IP) as they came through Camp Ramadi to re-supply. 
This requirement involves one Marine to escort the IP's from Ogden Gate 
to the fuel farm, CRP for Class I, and to Camp Ali for cooking propane. 
This escort typically occurred every five days and is still ongoing. 

The end of April saw the S-4 Section focused on the MEF directed 
ISO Container inventory and improving the living conditions at OP VA, 
Government Center, and OP Horea. The focus of the container inventory 
was to identify the types of 20' ISO Containers the Battalion owned. 
The inventory classified the containers into the categories of Leased, 



Government Owned, Detained, or Unknown. The Battalion, as a whole, 
owned 160 Containers and of these, 23 were detained and are required to 
be shipped back. The deadline for turn in is 12 May 2006. The 
improvements to the living conditions at the OP's and the Government 
Center focus around running electricity, lights, and ECU's for the 
Marines living and operating at these FOBs. All of the Electrical Bill 
of Materials (BOM) was submitted through the WOPRR system. By the end 
of April, there was a plan in place to pick up as much of the 
Electrical BOM as possible from Al Taqqadum and the remainder of the 
BOM to be shipped from Al Asad. 

During the month of April, the Field Mess Section continued to serve 
over 400 Marines and sailors aboard Hurricane Point with three meals a 
day and over 200 meals aboard Snake Pit. The Field Mess Section still 
has two Marines on the Log Train to deliver Class I from the DEFAC 
aboard Camp Ramamdi to Hurricane Point twice a day. 

During the month of April, the main focus of the Maintenance Section 
was towards Intermediate Maintenance (IMA) Support. All previous 
higher echelon of maintenance support was coming from CLB-5 located at 
Camp Fallujah. By mid-April, there was a permanent relationship 
between CLR-15 (located in Al Taqqadum) and 3/8. The Maintenance 
Management Officer (MMO) has initiated bi-monthly visits to CLR-15 to 
ensure continuous effort on all equipment sent to higher echelon. 
During April, the maintenance section developed a weekly schedule and 
now conducts weekly maintenance meetings with the CO and XO. This was 
critical to ensuring the battalion's overall maintenance remained above 
90% for the month of April. 

The armory continued to be a valuable asset for the battalion during 
April. The armory established a bi-monthly support visit to the 
Government Center to perform necessary maintenance and to conduct 
serviceability checks. Additionally, the armory conducted monthly 
medium and heavy machine gun contact runs to the Government Center to 
ensure the serviceability of these key weapon systems. Throughout the 
month of April, the Armory inducted fifteen (15) Weapons and thirty 
five (35) Optics to the IMA for support or disposition instructions. 
The armory fixed ninety seven (97) optics and forty three (43} weapons 
at the local armory located aboard Hurricane Point. Towards the end of 
the month, the armory began to inventory all of the ISU-90's and 
Quadcons located at Hurricane Point to establish a Pre-Expenditure Bin 
in order to assist in the efficiency of the maintenance cycle and 
turnaround of equipment requiring service. 

The Motor Transport Section continued to serve as another valuable 
asset for the battalion. The maintenance section of Motor-T is 
constantly busy ensuring that the battalion's rolling assets maintain a 
high state of readiness. The maintenance section conducted 
approximately 100 "quick fixes" and had to open 50 Equipment Repair 
Orders to order parts and conduct larger repairs as needed. During 
April, six HMMWV's were submitted to IMA for disposition instructions 
due to damages received during operations from insurgent attacks. The 
Battalion received thirty two (32) MCTAG turrets for the MTVR during 
April. By the end of April, nine (9) of these had been installed on 
both PAX Variant and Cargo Variant MTVRs. Throughout the month, the 
Motor-T section received twelve (12) new Up Armored HMMWV's and pushed 
these out to the companies and started pulling back the MAK Upgraded 
HMMWV's for retrograde. 

The 8-4's two main escort elements, Combat Train and Log Train, were 
busy through the month of April. Combat Train conducted over thirty 
(30) convoys and Log Train conducted two (2) log runs every day to 



provide logistic support to the main body of the Battalion aboard HP 
and Lima Company aboard Snake Pit. Combat Train's main missions have 
been to provide escort for CEB during barrier emplacement missions and 
to escort recovery assets into the AO. During the month of April, 
Combat Train provided security for the emplacement of over one hundred 
(100) barriers and five (5) recovery missions. On four separate 
occasions during the month, Combat Train was engaged by enemy forces 
while recovering assets or emplacing barriers. 

Log Train continued their daily enduring tasks of re-supplying Snake 
Pit and Hurricane Point twice a day. These log pushes are the sole re
supply missions to Hurricane Point and Snake Pit. Each day, Log Train 
pushed two hot meals from the DFAC aboard Camp Ramadi and 1600-1800 
gallons of JP-8. Twice a week, laundry is picked up and dropped off 
from Hurricane Point and Snake Pit. Additionally, the Log Train 
escorts PX personnel to both locations three times per week. During 
the past month, Log Train also started escorting the TOIFOR personnel 
for service of port-a-johns and trash bins and the Water Truck for re
supply to Snake Pit. Log Train ·also continues to serve as the main 
shuttle between the FOBs and Camp Ramadi. After the complex attack on 
17 April the Log Train was conducting four runs a day to support all of 
the requirements and urgent needs of the companies and sections in 
order to rebuild the damaged positions. This schedule of four runs a 
day lasted for approximately four days. 

The Supply section was again busy through the month of April and 
filled 84% of the 284 requests that were submitted to the LOC. The 
most requested items for the Supply section to requisition during the 
month were Nomex Flight Suits and Flight Gloves for all drivers and 
gunners in the battalion, the electrical BOM for the FOBs, the ECU's 
for the FOBs, and Class IV for the battalion. The Supply section has 
also requisitioned'$4.5 million worth of gear in support of the 
battalion's operations and has submitted $315,000 worth of contracts 
through the Warfighter Open Purchase Request Router for non-system, yet 
combat essential equipment. Three (3) personal effects cases were 
processed during the month of April. The CRANE accountability of all 
weapons was completed for all weapons that the battalion is accountable 
for in country. Towards the end of the month, the Supply section was 
focused on preparing for ~he Inspector General's of the Marine Corps 
inspection. 

S-6 

The beginning of the month of April brought problems with the 
EPLRS system. The over the air re-key (OTAR) failed and caused the 
entire network to stop working properly. This failure to re-key caused 
an accelerated transition of EPLRS from Camp Blue Diamond to Hurricane 
Point. To alleviate this problem the EPLRS ENM and Gateway were 
physically moved to Hurricane Point on 05 April. But, because of this 
move the SIPR router configuration and EPLRS plan had to be modified 
slightly before the EPLRS network could fully come back online. 

There were two instances during the beginning of the month where 
3/8 went into River City. The actual network changes made during River 
City were minimal. Going into River City entails notifying the domain 
administrator that the internet cafe and phone center should be shut 
down. It also entails the sections ensuring that their Marines are not 
using the IRIDIUM phones and using unauthorized interne~ connections. 

On 09 April a PRC-148 was accidentally dropped from the top of a 
bridge into the water. A COMSEC incident report was drafted and sent 



to higher about the issue. The follow-on investigation found that the 
proper precautions to prevent such an event from happening were not 
taken. As a result 1 all guard force radios are now dummy corded to the 
post. 

A circuit breaker was inserted into the power grid on 10 April. 
The MEP-803 that was online previously had all of its power cables 
going directly to their respective receptacles. Putting the circuit 
breaker into the equation made the electrical grid safer. There are 
three (3) generators in support of the battalion communications. Two 
(2) MEP-803s and one (1) MEP-805, The two MEP-803s are wired in 
series. The second backup generator is the MEP-805. It is not wired 
in at this time 1 but it will be wired to the circuit breaker box in the 
case that both MEP-803s go down. 

On 13 April an EPLRS radio was installed at OP VA. This allowed 
the Lima Company COC to have digital data passed to OP VA. Ever since 
the installation 1 MS Chat has been used effectively by Lima Company 
both as a means to pass logistical and operation information. 

For the latter half of the month 1 the wire section made a 
concerted effort to remove all dead phone wire. When 3/8 arrived on 
deck 1 there was a tremendous amount of dead wire strewn across base. 
Most of the wire on the ground turned out to be dead. The dead wire 
clean up continued through the end of the month. The wire section also 
re-installed phone lines that were poorly run. 

The EPLRS OTAR that took place on 15 April did not go as planned. 
The black key file turned out to be corrupted. All of the distant 
radios received the key 1 but unfortunately/ the key that they received 
was corrupted. All radios that included the ENM and Gateway'went off 
of net because of this. All radios had to be manually reloaded. As 
per a request made earlier in the month 1 the MCTSSA personnel were 
scheduled to come out to Hurricane Point at the end of April in order 
to train 3/8 communicators on how to do a successful OTAR. 

During the second half of the month 1 an effort was made to 
rectify all SL-3 deficiencies that were identified. The maintenance 
section also found itself doing a lot of work installing and repairing 
ECM systems. At the end of the month 1 Marines were sent to Camp Ramadi 
in order get training on loading the cookbook into the ECM systems. 
The battalion now has a Marine that is trained and authorized to load 
the cookbook into miCE and ICE ECMs. 

Weapons Company was constantly experiencing problems talking to 
their forward elements via VHF radios. Weapons company would 
frequently go far into the southeast sector of Ramadi. This is a 
historic poor reception zone. The solution to the problem was simply to 
add a few mast sections to their radio net. The increase of 
approximately lOft of elevation made a huge difference in their long 
range VHF communications. Work was also done to ensure that the 
RETRANS radios at the government center were functioning properly. 

CHAPLAIN 

Religious ministries provided ministry to five Marine KIA 1 one 
Navy KIA and nine Marine WIA during the month of April 1 and conducted 
four memorial services. Religious ministries also provided reset the 
force training in Combat Stress Prevention and Suicide Prevention to 
all Marines and Sailors. The battalion Chaplain and RP visited and 
provided ministry to Marines and sailors at Government Center 1 North 
and South Entry Control Points 1 Camp Ramadi 1 Camp Blue Diamond and 
Snake Pit. Easter services were coordinated and celebrated for Roman 



Catholic and Protestant personnel. Religious ministries traveled to 
TQ, Fallujah, and Al Asad in support of Eastern Orthodox in AO. 
Conducted seventeen (17) marital counselings, twenty six (26) stress 
related counselings, and fourteen (14) grief related counselings. 
Toys and school supplies were also distributed to local Iraqi schools 
and arrangements for charitable contributions to support local ministry 
in Iraq were also coordinated. 

MEDICAL 

During the month of April the BAS continued to see sick call for 
the Marines of 3/8 as well as its attachments. The BAS at Camp Blue 
Diamond continues to see mostly Army and Iraqi Army patients, and with 
the help of the Hurricane Point BAS, initiated Combat Lifesaver 
Training for India Company and the MTT. With the assistance of the I 
MEF Psychologist, over 90% of the BAS personnel were trained on the 
recognition and treatment of combat stress casualties. The Preventive 
Medicine Technician has continued to address health and sanitation 
issues along with vector and rodent control programs to ensure the 
health and well being of the 3/8 Marines and Sailors. All BAS personnel 
received their required monthly "Reset the Force" training and continue 
to work on their Fleet Marine Force training program. 

INDIA COMPANY 

During the month of April India Co continued combat patrols, 
cordon and searches, and snap VCPs throughout the battalion's AO in 
Ramadi, Iraq. At 0130 on 01 April, 4th Platoon was hit by an IED along 
Racetrack at the intersection of Give Me. While continuing the convoy 
along the route, they received small arms fire from a flank. This 
engagement produced no casualties to friendly forces or damage to any 
equipment. At 1500, 4th Platoon was hit by yet another IED at the 
intersection of Fire Station and Oil Rd. This engagement proved 
unfavorable to friendly forces and resulted in three Marines wounded in 
action and catastrophic effects to an Up Armored HMMWV. Of the three 
Marines wounded, one had severe lacerations to his leg requiring an 
urgent medevac to Charlie Med. One Marine sustained a laceration to his 
face, which required stitches at a battalion aid station, and the last 
Marine received a bruised elbow from the impact. The vehicle, which was 
flipped on its' side from the explosion, had to be towed out of the 
zone by follow on forces. Two of the three Marines were submitted and 
approved for the Purple Heart and a resubmission is being done for the 
third Marine. Other gear that was damaged during this engagement was an 
M240G (U61087), which was broken in half, and an Ml6 that had the butt 
stock broken; both pieces of gear were recovered and later repaired. 
Due to the medevac, vehicle recovery, and other forces arriving to 
provide QRF, there was no BDA assessment done by Co I. On 02-04 April, 
4th Platoon provided force protection for the Iraqi Police screening at 
the JCC. On 04 April, 2nd Platoon and 4th Platoon, conducted a 
coordinated cordon and knock, detaining target #428: Talal Hamed 
Mahmoud, a known IED maker and distributor. On 09 April, the company 
conducted Reset the Force classes in order to re familiarize the 
Marines with our mission and the safe conduct of our actions. On 10 
April, 3rd Platoon, while conducting an observation post along Ice 
Cream, an area known for its' heavy IED placement, received heavy small 
arms fire. Upon PID being established; they returned fire with multiple 
weapon systems. There were no friendly casualties and no confirmed 



enemy casualties. From 16-18 April 1 2nd Platoon provided force 
protection and facilitated the conduct of the Iraqi Police screening at 
the JCC. On 17 April 1 2nd Platoon 1 while at the JCC 1 received automatic 
small arms fire from across the river to the south. After PID of the 
targets 1 they returned fire with medium and heavy machine guns. 2nd 

Platoon positively identified a 3 MAM mortar team across the river to 
the south that was engaging coalition forces in vicinity of the 
Government Center. Wit~ good ADDRAC 1 S from the small unit leaders 1 2nd 

Platoon engaged the mortar team resulting in 3 EKIA. On 24 April 1 two 
Marines were awarded Certificates of Commendation for their actions in 
combat. On 25 and 26 April 1 India conducted a company size observation 
post in vicinity of the Suhab Al Rumi Boys School in south Ramadi. 
Throughout the day of 25 April 1 the company received sporadic small 
arms fire and one post 1 occupied by 2nd Platoon 1 was engaged with RPG 1 S. 

During this operation 1 there was one friendly casualty 1 which was 
caused by an insurgent grenade being thrown onto his position from a 
nearby roof. The Marine received minor shrapnel and puncture wounds to 
his leg and foot. He was taken to Charlie Medical to get· assessed and 
have X-rays taken of his lower extremities. The Marine was returned to 
full duty with no limiting factors. On 26 April 1 two Marines were 
combat meritoriously promoted; one to Corporal and the other to Lance 
Corporal. 

KILO COMPANY 

On 02 April Kilo Company received its first casualties with four (4) 
FKIA and two (2) FWIA from a large IED that detonated on the last 
vehicle during a motorized patrol in the vicinity of Racetrack and Give 
Me Road. Again on 24 April Kilo Company sustained two (2) FWIA when an 
RPG detonated in the vicinity of post 2 on the roof of the Government 
Center 1 both individuals were medevaced to Camp Ramadi and l,ater 
transported to CONUS. 

Kilo Company continued with the enduring tasks of site security at 
the Government Center and OP Horea. While conducting these operations 
the Government Center came under multiple complex attacks from the 
northern portions of Kilo Company 1 s AO on the 08 April and 17 April. The 
attacks consisted of IDF 1 RPG 1 S 1 SAF 1 and medium machine gun fire for 
durations lasting longer than an hour. OP Horea also engaged enemy 
forces consisting of squad size or larger from areas to their immediate 
north on multiple occasions. Contact with the enemy occurred on a daily 
basis against IED emplacers 1 forward observers and fire team or smaller 
enemy elements throughout the month of April. 

For the duration of the month Kilo Company continued patrolling 
the central portion of the Battalions AO in order to provide additional 
security in support of the Government Center and OP Horea. Patrols 
consisted of targeted raids against Battalion high value targets 1 and 
joint Iraqi Army security patrols in the southern portions of Kilo 1 s 
AO. Relief in Place operations were also conducted every three days in 
order to rotate platoons from patrolling operation to security 
operations. 

LIMA COMPANY 

The first ten days of April saw Company L (+) continuing its 
counterinsurgency fight within its area of operations (AO). First 
platoon was defending Observation Post Veteran 1 S Affairs (OP VA) and 
had small arms engagements on the 04 1 06 1 and 08 April. Second platoon 



was conducting census operations within its' zone and collected census 
information on over 500 military aged males. Third platoon was serving 
as the company mobile section, and on 06 April located an improvised 
explosive device. Later, on 08 April, Lima 3 was providing a cordon for 
a unit of the 2-1-7 Iraqi Army when they were engaged by small arms 
from an apartment complex. They returned fire, entered the building and 
detained 3 insurgents. · 

From 13 April to 19 April second platoon continued census 
operation in zone, and manned several counter IED ambushes along MSR 
Michigan, and End Road. On 14 April Lima 4 conducted a targeted raid 
resulting in the detainment of one battalion target and an associate. 

Third platoon was defending OP VA when it was attacked on 17 
April by a platoon size enemy force, utilizing AK-47's, medium machine 
guns, rocket propelled grenades, 82mm mortars, and a suicide vehicle 
borne improvised explosive device (SVBIED). The blast from the SVBIED 
severely damaged the OP and destroyed several of the posts. The 
incident resulting in eight (8) routine casualties as well as one (1) 
urgent casualty, who sustained a gunshot wound to the upper leg. While 
reacting to the attack, Lima 1/1 was hit by a vehicle borne improvised 
explosive device (VBIED), resulting in four (4} routine casualties and 
severe damage to a HMMWV. Moments later, Lima 1/2, while searching for 
mortars that were engaging OPVA, was also hit by a VBIED, resulting in 
no casualties or damage to equipment. At that point Lima 1/1 began 
systematically clearing suspect vehicle along MSR Michigan, and located 
and destroyed two (2) additional VBIEDs. After the enemy withdrew third 
platoon was reinforced by an engineer squad and a squad from Lima 2, 
and began a massive rebuilding effort at OPVA. The work continued until 
24 April and included the construction of 5 new posts, installation of 
20 Texas barriers, 50 HESCO barriers, and the addition of over 16,000 
sandbags. 

The final 1.0 days ·of April found Lima 1 conducting mounted 
operations. On 21 April Lima 3 was conducting mounted operations and 
was struck by an IED resulting in no casualties and minor damage to one 
HMMWV. On 27 April, Lima 1, observed two military aged males (MAMs) 
walking around after curfew. When the MAMs observed the patrol they 
attempted to evade, but were detained. One of the MAMs was found to be 
carrying a pistol, and was uncooperative when the Marines began to 
question him. The men were then transported to the bat~alion holding 
facility. The following day Lima 3 while conducting a mounted patrol 
located an IED that consisted of an anti-tank mine laid on its side in 
a yellow bag, wired to an unknown initiating device. 

WEAPONS COMPANY 

During the. month of April Weapons Co continued its' aggressive 
combat patrols, cordon and searches, and snap VCPs throughout the 
battalion's AO in Ramadi, Iraq. In addition to these missions the 
company, with Army engineers, conducted numerous Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED) clearing operations along the main ASR's. These activities 
resulted in a disruption of enemy activity, removal of IEDs off the 
ASRs, and numerous detentions of possible insurgents. The company also 
had one meritorious combat promotion to Lance Corporal and one to 
Corporal 

On the morning of 06 April, 2nd platoon conducted a cordon search of 
Tgt# 424 south of Farouk Way in southern Ramadi. After finding a. large 
amount of evidence to bring back for exploitation but not the target 
himself, 2nd platoon began to retrograde out. As the lead section began 



to depart an IED exploded underneath the 3rd vehicle in the patrol, a 
M1123 high back. There was one (1) FKIA and one (1)FWIA. Immediately 
afterwards the casevac of the casualty and recovery of the vehicle was 
coordinated. 

The battalion sustained a complex attack in the afternoon of 17 
April in which Weapons Company played a vital role in its' repulsion. 
In response to a SVBIED on OP VA, and attacks on other fixed sites in 
the AO, Weapons,Co was called out as QRF. 1st platoon, with a section of 
tanks attached to the company previously, were sent out to secure the 
intersection of CP 295. While conducting security they began to receive 
fire from the northwest. They began to maneuver on the fire and found 
its origin at the Fatemat Al Zahraa mosque. The insurgents, using the 
mosque as a firing position, were also engaging the Government Center. 
The platoon commander determined hostile action and positive 
identification and engaged the mosque with two 120mm tank rounds. 1st 
platoon then returned to the security position at CP 295 having ended 
the engagement. Later that evening, 3rd platoon took over for 1st platoon 
and secured intersection until the early morning of 18 April. There 
were several news articles referring to the battalion's activities 
during this engagement. 

At 0000 on 25.April, Weapons Company participated in a 
battalion-sized operation in the Maalb district of Ramadi called 
Operation Iron Eagle. A Scout sniper platoon was attached to Weapons 
company during this time. Weapons Company cleared the route and lines 
of communication for India Co, which was the main effort, with the Army 
engineers. Three (3) Scout sniper teams and one (1) Wpns Co dismounted 
section from 3rd platoon was inserted in overwatch positions along 20th 
St. During this operation Wpns Co had continuous mounted patrols in 
sector conducting cordon and searches, snap vcps and security patrols. 
Scout sniper platoon had two (2) confirmed kills and 2nd platoon 
detained Bn HVT # 135. At 0200 on 26 April all Wpns Co elements were 
extracted without incident. 

H & S COMPANY 

On 15 April, an RPG hit a PSD vehicle outside of the Government 
Center resulting in one (1) FKIA and one (1) FWIA. A memorial ceremony 
for the FKIA was held in the HP recreation room on 21 April. Another 
enemy surge occurred on 17 April. The complex attack began with a 
SVBIED at OP VA. Firefights popped up all over the AO including just 
outside of Hurricane Point where several mortars impacted. Guard Force 
went into a stand-to posture on Hurricane Point. For the rest of the 
month, every section worked together on filling sandbags at the chow 
hall to reinforce OP VA. 

Several reporters from the Associated Press and CNN were on deck 
for a few weeks in mid-April. A few stories and broadcasts were 
produced based on their time with the battalion. 

The Temporary Holding Facility (THF) processed one hundred eleven 
(111) detainees during the month of April, fifty (50) of which were 
sent up to the Regimental Detention Facility (RDF) in Camp Ramadi. 



Command Chronology 01 APR 06 to 30 APR 06 
Section III: Sequential Listing of Significant Events 

DATES 

01 APR 06 

01 APR 06 
01 APR 06 

01-08 APR 
02 APR 06 

02-04 APR 
04 APR 06 
04 APR 06 
06 APR 06 

08 APR 06 

08 APR 06 

09 APR 06 
09 APR 06 
12 APR 06 

14 APR 06 

15 APR 06 
15 APR 06 
16-18 APR 

17 APR 06 

17 APR 06 
1? APR 06 
18-21 APR 

20 APR 06 
24 APR 06 
24 APR 06 

24 APR 06 

25-26 APR 
25-26 APR 

25 APR 06 

25 APR 06 
26 APR 06 

06 

06 

06 

06 

06 
06 

EVENTS 

INDIA COMPANY, FOURTH PLATOON WAS HIT EY AN IED AT 
CORNER OF RACE TRACK AND GIVE ME. FOURTH PLATOON 
ALSO HIT BY AN IED AND SMALL ARMS FIRE ON CORNER OF 
FIRE STATION AND OIL RD. TWO WIA. 
TWO WEAPONS CO MARINES MERITORIOUSLY PROMOTED. 
S6 INSTALLED SIPR LAYER 3 SWITCH INTO THE NETWORK IN 
PREPERATION FOR TRANSITIONING THE EPLRS GATEWAY FROM 
BD TO HP. 
I MEF EDL VALIDATION AND HAZMAT REMOVAL FROM HP. 
IED ATTACK ON KILO CO AT RACETRACK AND GIVE ME. FOUR 
(4) KIA, TWO (2) WIA. 
INDIA PROVIDES SECURITY AT JCC FOR IP SCREENING 
INDIA DETAINS TARGET #428 TALAL HAMED MAHOUD 
LIMA ATTCKED WITH SAF AT OPVA. 
IED ATTACK ON WEAPONS IVO OAKLEY AND FAROUK. ONE (1) 
KIA, ONE (1) WIA. 
COMPLEX ATTACK AT GOVERNMENT CENTER. 2 LMAVS, 1 GBU 
38 EXPENDED. NO FWIA/FKIA. 24 EEKIA. 
LIMA 3 RECIEVES SMALL ARMS FIRE FROM THE GHETTO. 
RETURNED FIRE, PURSUED AND CAPTURED 3 INSURGENTS 
PRC-148 LOST. COMSEC INCIDENT REPORT FILED. 
INSTALLED AND REPLACED TELEPHONE WIRE ON HP. 
ADDITIONAL RADIOS AND DATA GEAR AQUIRED FROM 9TH COMM 
BATTALION. 
LIMA 1 CONDUCTS TARGETED RAID AND DETAINS A BATTALION 
TARGET AND AN ASSOCIATE 
EPLRS OVER THE AIR REKEY (OTAR) 
RPG ATTACK ON PSD. ONE (1) FKIA, ONE (1) FWIA. 
INDIA PROVIDES FORCE PROTECTION FOR IP SCREENING AT 
JCC 
INDIA RECIEVES SAF WHILE AT JCC FROM SOUTH .. RETURNED 
FIRE, KILLING THREE (3) MAN MORTAR TEAM. 
COMPLEX ATTACK ON GOV CENTER, OP HOREA, OPVA. 
SVBIED ATTACK ON OPVA. 
LOG TRAIN INCREASES LOG RUNS TO FOUR (4) PER DAY ISO 
RE-FORTIFYING OPS AT FOBs. 
S4 SIGNS FOR M577 FOR FRONT GATE OF OPVA. 
RPG ATTACK ON POST 2 AT GOV CENTER. TWO (2) FWIA. 
INDIA MARINES RECEIVE RECOGNITION FOR ACTIONS IN 
COMBAT DURING 17 APR ATTACK. 
S6 MAINTENANCE SECTION BEGAN OPENING EROS AND 
ORDERING SL-3 DEFICIENCIES FOR COMM SECTIONS. 
OPERATION IRON EAGLE. 
INDIA COMPANY CONDUCTS COMPANY SIZE OBSERVATION POST 
IVO OF SUHAB AL RUMI BOYS SCHOOL IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
OP IRON EAGLE. 
SCOUT SNIPER PLATOON ISO OF IRON EAGLE ENGAGE TWO 
MAMS WITH WEAPONS. TWO (2) EKIA. 
WEAPONS CO DETAINS BN HVT# 135. 
TWO INDIA CO MARIES MERITORIOUSLY PROMOTED. 
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MARES Reportable Equipment: 

TAMCN NOMENCLATURE AUTH ONHAND QTY DEF 

A0425 M-DACT 11 11 0 
A0918 AN/PSC-5 1 1 0 
A1225 EPLRS NETWORK MAN 1 2 0 
A1935 MRC-138B(V) 5 5 0 
A1955 AN/MRC-138B 1 1 0 
Al957 AN/MRC-145 A 9 7 2 
A2042 AN/PRC-138, AN/PRC-150 7 13 0 
A2043 MBITR URBAN VER 45 92 0 
A2044 MBITR MARITIME VERS 58 7 51 
A2065 AN/PRC-104B 4 4 0 
A2068 AN/PRC-117F 4 5 0 
A2069 AN/PRC-113 (V) 3 4 4 0 
A2070 AN/PRC-119/A 41 68 0 
A2073 AN/PRC-119-D 3 0 3 
A2074 AN/VRC-88D 17 21 0 
A2075 AN/VRC-89D 2 2 0 
A2078 AN/VRC-92D 3 4 0 
A2079 AN/PRC-119F 44 46 0 
A2152 AV/VSQ2C (EPLRS) 11 21 0 
A2167 AN/VRC-88 8 14 0 
A2168 AN/VRC-89 2 1 1 
A2169 AN/VRC-90 8 2 6 
A2505 SB-3614 (V) /TT 1 2 0 
A2508 SWITHING UNIT TELEPHONE 1 1 0 
A8100 AK648/U 17 24 0 
B0012 AIR COND 1800BTU/HR 60HZ1 1 0 
B0589 EXCAVATOR, ACE 1 1 0 
B0730 MEP-016B GENERATOR 16 10 6 
B0891 MEP-803 GENERATOR, lOKW 6 11 0 
B0953 MEP-805 GENERATOR, 30KW 5 4 1 
Bl021 MEP-806 GENERATOR, 60KW 2 1 1 
Bl580 SIXCON FUEL MOD 2 2 0 
B2085 SIXCON FUEL TK 3 2 1 
B2460 TRACTOR, FULL TRACK 1 1 0 
B2462 TRACTOR, FULL TRACK D7G 1 0 1 



B2483 LOADER BACKHOE CAT420D 0 1 0 
B2561 EXTENDABLE BOOM FORKLIFTO 1 0 
B2566 TRUCK, FORKLIFT 4000LBS 1 1 0 
B2567 TRACTOR, RT, ARTICULATING1 1 0 
B2685 WELDING MACHINE 1 0 1 
D0001 UAH TRUCK UTILITY 4X4 65 95 0 
D0003 AMK 23 0 26 0 
D0004 AMK 25 0 6 0 
D0198 TRUCK, MTVR AMK23/25 30 0 30 
D0880 M149 WATER TRAILER 7 7 0 
D1001 TRK AMB, HMMWV M997 2 2 0 
D1002 TRK AMB HMMWV, M1035 4 3 1 
D1073 TRUCK, DUMP, MTVR 2 2 0 
D1125 TRK HMMWV TOW CARR M10458 4 4 
D1158 TRK CARGO, HMMWV Mll23 60 70 0 
D1159 TRK ARMT HMMWV M1043 16 16 0 
D1213 MTVR WRECKCER/MK36 1 2 0 
E0180 CIRCLE AIMING M2A2 4 5 0 
E0207 COMMAND UNIT, M98A1 8 8 0 
E0330 AN/UAS-12C A/C 8 8 0 
E0915 SMAW MK153 19 21 0 
E0935 LAUNCHER TOW, M220E4 8 8 0 
E0980 MACH GUN, CAL .50 M2 18 20 0 
E0989 MACH GUN, 240G 7.62MM 41 50 0 
E0994 MACH GUN, 40MM MK-19 18 20 0 
E1065 MORTAR, 60MM, M224 9 12 0 
E1095 MORTAR, 81MM, M252 8 8 0 
E1460 RIFLE, SNIPER M40A3 8 10 0 
E1475 RIFLE, SNIPER . 50 CAL 2 2 0 
E1911 TOW TEST SIGHT/ TSM-152 2 2 0 
E1912 TOW TEST SIGHT/ TSM-140B2 1 1 
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IRAQ: Ramadi 'most dangerous place' for US 
troops 

Doug Lorimer 

"US troops repelled an attack Monday by Sunni Arab insurgents who used 
suicide car bombs, rocket-propelled grenades and automatic weapons in a 
coordinated assault against this city's main government building and two US 
observation posts", Associated Press correspondent Todd Pitman reported on 
April17 from Ramadi, a city 110 kilometres west of Baghdad and the capital of 
Anbar province. 

The April 17 attack, Pitman reported, lasted 90 minutes and was "the biggest since 
AprilS, when insurgents besieged the Government Center until US jets blasted several 
buildings used by gunmen to fire on the Marines". 

On April 7, Pitman had reported that Ramadi "is perhaps the most dangerous place in 
h'aq ... Everyday there are lED [improvised explosive device] blasts, small arms 
attacks, snipers taldng potshots. The level of violence seems leagues beyond the rest 
of the country ... 

"Despite the violence, much of Ramadi is nevertheless nonhal. It is a functioning city. 
People sell frnit, appliances, air conditioners in the roads. You see children in the 
streets. Business goes on. Life goes on. The center of Ramadi, though, is clearly a 
combat zone. Buildings have been shot up, torn through by rocket-fire, splattered with 
bullets or shrapnel, collapsed by 500-pound bombs. 

"In this area is the Government Center, a compound housing the governor's office. It 
looks more like a military base with Marines deployed along the rooftop in 
sandbagged posts covered with camouflage netting. Marines are here to keep the 
governor alive." 

In his April 17 report, Pitman noted that the "fighting in Ramadi provided fresh 
evidence that the insurgency is thriving in Sunni Arab-dominated areas despite last 
month's decline in US deaths". · 

A week earlier, M<Uor-General Rick Lynch, a US military spokesperson, had "told 
repmters in Baghdad that insurgent attacks in Anbar were down to an average of 18 a 
day- compared to a daily average of 27 last October", wrote Pitman; "At the same 
time, US deaths for March numbered 31 - the lowest monthly figure since Febrnary 
2004. However, US deaths have been rising this month. Of the 47 American service 
members reported killed in Iraq so far in April, at least 28 have died in Anbar." 

The Pentagon stated on April 17 that there have been 2378 US troops killed in the h'aq 
war, and another 17,549 wounded in action. 

The German wire service Deutsche Presse-Agentur (DPA) repmted that three h'aqi 
civilians were killed and 10 others hospitalised on April17 when "an armed group 
firing mortar rounds on the US military base 2 kilometres south of Fallujah was met 
with return fire from US forces". 



Fallujah, 55 kilometres west of Baghdad, is the second-largest city in Anbar province. 
It "has recently been witnessing a renewed escalation of armed confrontations 
between US forces and armed Iraqi groups", DP A reported, adding that residents 
"have been demanding an easing of the tight security procedures imposed" by US 
armed forces on the city since they recaptured it in November 2004. Residents can 
only enter and leave the city through three military checkpoints, at which they must 
submit to body searches by US marines. 

IRIN, the news agency of the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 
reported on March 21 that 14 months after 10,000 US marines -backed by weeks of 
intense artillery bombardment and air strikes- forced most of the rebel city's 
residents to flee, two-thirds ofFallujah's 300,000 inhabitants have returned. However, 
IRIN reported that despite "Baghdad allocating [US]$100 million for the city's 
reconstmction and $180 million for housing compensation, very little can be seen 
visibly on the streets of Fallujah in terms of reconstmction. There are destroyed 
buildings on almost every street. 

"Enormous damage was caused by the two main conflicts in the city in April and 
October 2004 and according to experts repair work could take up to seven years. 

"Local authorities say about 60 percent of all houses in the city were totally destroyed 
or seriously damaged and less than 20 percent of them have been repaired so far. In 
addition, 6,000 shops, 43 mosques and nine government offices still require extensive 
repair work. 

"Power, water treatment and sewage systems are still not functioning properly and 
many districts of the city are without potable water ... 

"In addition, the main hospital of Fallujah is working at half capacity and access to the 
building is difficult as it is under tight security with few doctors working inside, local 
people said." 

From Green Left Weekly, April 26, 2006. 
Visit the Green Left Weekly home page. 
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In Iraq, standing still can be deadly 
U.S. Marines in Ramadi have learned to run anywhere they go and never 
park their vehicles for long. · 

By Todd Pitman 
Associated Press 

RAMADI, Iraq -Weapons locked, loaded and ready, a U.S. Marine platoon runs through Ramadi's war
wrecked streets, hurling yellow, gray and violet smoke grenades to shroud their path. 

Pausing only to train gunbarrels around corners or scan rooftops for insurgents, they bound across desolate 
roads lined with broken glass and charred cars - and start running again. 

Standing still is rarely an option in this insurgent-plagued metropolis beset by roadside bombs, rocket fire 
and, Marines in Ramadi say, the worst sniper threat on the p!anet. 

"Every time we go out, we run," said 2nd Lt. Brian Wilson, a 24-year-old platoon commander from Columbia, 
S.C. "If you stand still, you will get shot at." 

And most of the time, Marines shoot back. 

Buildings around Government Center, the Marine-defended headquarters of provincial government, offer 
stark evidence of fighting between insurgents and U.S. forces in downtown Ramadi, a city 70 miles west of 
Baghdad in the heart of the Sunni Arab-dominated insurgency. 

Some buildings have been blown away by air strikes, their walls ripped open, their twisted floors collapsed. 
Others, including a small mosque and its tank-blasted minaret, are riddled with rocket and bullet impacts. 
Plastic awnings over shopfronts are shredded. Power lines hang down along sidewalks. 

Marines patrolling this city on foot don't like to stay exposed too long, preferring instead to blow front gate 
locks off private homes with special shotgun shells to take temporary cover in walled courtyards before 
moving on. They don't knock first - there is no time. 

On one recent sweep, U.S. and Iraqi infantrymen climbed over walls between houses instead of risking the 
streets outside. 

"We try to stay mobile so snipers can't aim in on us," said 1st Lt. Carlos Goetz, a 29-year-old Miami native. 
"If we walk, then it gives them moretime to aim in on your head." 

Running around with 60 to 80 pounds of gear, the Marines' pace is more of a quick jog. 

"You try to take cover wherever you can, but it just feels like someone's always watching you. It really 
messes with your head," said Cpl. Jason Hunt of Wellsville, N.Y. 

The safety-in-motion logic also applies to U.S. vehicles. Drivers roll back and forth in danger zones, rather 
than park, to make their vehicles harder targets, particularly for rocket-propelled grenades, or RPGs. 

One young Marine manning a machine gun in a Humvee turret outside Government Center was hit by an 
RPG and killed instantly just be.fore the vehicle rolled inside. In recent weeks, another Marine was killed by a 
sniper's bullet that tore through his shoulder toward his heart. 



Two Iraqi soldiers were fatally shot manning a guard post- one as he walked out of it and one who went to 
save him, said Marine Capt. Carlos Barela, 35, of Albuquerque, N.M. 

Out on the streets, troops are wary of all the spots that insurgents have used to hide bombs: heaps of 
garbage, rubble and wires, scrap metal, the occasional dead animal or body part. 

"This is the kind of stuff that makes you cringe," said Capt. Andrew Del Gaudio, 30, of Mount Laurel, N.J., 
gesturing at a large pile of dirt near a light pole as he ran along ahead of a raid with a platoon. 



U.S. troops fend off coordinated attacks on sites in Ramadi 
Updated 4/17/2006 8:48PM ET E-mail I Save 1 Print 1 Subscribe to stories like this 

11ADI, Iraq (AP)- U.S. troops repelled an attack Monday by Sunni Arab insurgents who used suicide car bombs, rocket-propelled grenades and 
>matic weapons in a coordinated assault against this city's main government building and two U.S. observation posts. 

fighting in Ramadi, the capital of Anbar province, provided fresh evidence that the insurgency is thriving in Sunni Arab-dominated areas despite lal 
1th's decline in U.S. deaths. 

aghdad, U.S. and Iraqi forces fought an hours-long gunbattle with about 50 insurgents in the Sunni Arab district of Azamiyah, the U.S. military said 
1 insurgents were killed and two Iraqi troops were wounded, the U.S. said. 

re were no reports of U.S. casualties in the 90-minute attack in Ramadi, the second in the past 10 days against the government headquarters for 
ar. 

latest attack began when two suicide car bombers sped toward the government building, known here as Government Center, using a road closed 
ian traffic, Marine Capt. Andrew Del Gaudio said . 

. Marines fired flares to warn the vehicles to stop. When they refused, the Americans opened fire with .50 caliber machine guns from the building~s 
dbagged rooftop. The vehicles turned and sped away but exploded on a main road, sending a huge fireball into the sky and triggering a shock wav( 
damaged the U.S. post, Del Gaudio said. 

>art of the assault, other insurgents fired mortars and rocket-propelled grenades at Marine positions at the roof of the Government Center, which 
Jdes the office of the An bar governor, and at another observation post, Del Gaudio said . 

. S. Army tank fired a 120 mm shell at a small white mosque where about 15 insurgents were shooting at the Government Center, Del Gaudio said. 
round damaged part of the minaret and the firing ceased, he said. 

~ol. Stephen M. Neary, commander of the 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, said it was the fourth time in the past 3{ weeks that insurgents had u 
mosque to fire on the government building. 

total number of insurgent casualties was unknown. But Lt. Carlos Goetz said Marines killed at least three insurgents firing mortar rounds toward th 
·ernment Center. 

aghdad, fighting erupted in Azamiyah before dawn when an Iraqi army patrol came under fire, a U.S. statement said. Four hours later, gunmen 
eked a U.S.-Iraqi checkpoint in the area, prompting the command to send American and Iraqi reinforcements. The U.S. statement said clashes 
tinued until early afternoon. 

attack in Ramadi was the biggest since April 8, when insurgents besieged the Government Center until U.S. jets blasted several buildings used by 
men to fire on the Marines . 

. officials had been encouraged by what they described as a relative lull in An bar, suggesting it was a result of weariness among ordinary Sunni An 
, were turning against ai-Qaeda-led insurgent groups. 

t week, Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch told reporters in Baghdad that insurgent attacks in An bar were down to an average of 18 a day- compared to a dail 
rage of 27 last October. At the same time, U.S. deaths for March numbered 31 -the lowest monthly figure since February 2004. 

1ever, U.S. deaths have been rising this month. Of the 47 American service members reported killed in Iraq so far in April, at least 28 have died in 
ar. 

ar was largely spared the wave of sectarian violence that has swept much of Iraq since the Feb. 22 bombing of a Shiite shrine in Samarra -large! 
ause the province is overwhelmingly Sunni. 



1t of the sectarian violence has occurred in Baghdad and other religiously mixed areas. A Shiite cleric was killed Monday night in southwest BaghdE 
ng a drive-by shooting, police said. 

rder to quell sectarian unrest, U.S. officials have been urging the Iraqis to speed up formation of a national unity government of Shiites, Sunnis and 
:ls. The process has stalled because of Sunni and Kurdish objections to the Shiite candidate to head the new government, Prime Minister Ibrahim E 
rari. 

>pects for a quick end to the stalemate were in doubt Tuesday as ai-Jaafari's Dawa party pledged to support him for another term as long as he wa 
job. AI-Jaafari has refused to give up the nomination, which he won in a Shiite caucus last February. 

iament had been set to meet Monday to try to break the deadlock, but the session was postponed after Shiite politicians gave assurances they cou 
:h a decision on ai-Jaafari themselves without a bruising parliamentary fight. 

1 option floated called for replacing ai-Jaafari with another candidate from Dawa, one of the seven parties in the Shiite alliance. 

Ali ai-Adeeb, a top Dawa official whose name has been mentioned as a possible replacement, said Monday that the party would not put forward a 
'candidate unless ai-Jaafari decided to step aside, suggesting further delays. 

wa cannot present any candidate unless ai-Jaafari decides to step aside, 11 ai-Adeeb told The Associated Press. 11 80 far his position has not change' 

te officials, who spoke on conditi.on of anonymity because the issue is sensitive, said some Dawa figures were willing to see ai-Jaafari go in favor o 
er ai-Adeeb or Jawad ai-Maliki. But the party resented outside pressure from Shiites representing other parties as well as from the Americans and 
sh. 

Shiites won 130 of the 275 parliament seats - not enough to govern without the Sunnis and Kurds. Those groups oppose ai-Jaafari, saying he ha 
1d to stop the recent surge in sectarian bloodshed, and neither side has enough votes to force a decision. 

!her 17 bodies of people believed victims of sectarian reprisal killings were found Monday, including one in Basra and the rest in Baghdad. They 
Jded the body of Taha ai-Mutlaq, brother of leading Sunni Arab politician Saleh ai-Mutlaq, who was found in a Shiite area of west Baghdad. 
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Life and Death at Age 22 for a Marine 
By TODD PITMAN , 04.21.2006, 02:01 PM 

Most Popular Stories 

Mci~t ~xpensiv~ Zip ·codes : . 

How Much Home $1 Million 
Buys 

i3~st Places To Go To 
Pri.!>?n ·. 

The Most Reliable Cars 
2006 

15 \.lyaysT(j Live longer · 

Most Popular Videos 

Join\ng -r·hE! C.ir~uit ·:· 
Firing Up Your 401 (k) 

C.urping '(;EO Paychecks 

Honeymoons Worth 
Marrying For 

Atlanta E3raves For. Saie? 

Eyes hidden behind sunglasses designed to protect against flying 
shrapnel, Marine Lance Cpl. Justin Sims sat proudly atop the gun 
turret of his Humvee as the sun rose on morning over a dusty U.S. 
Marine base called Hurricane Point. 

Wrapped in a heavy flak jacket with side armor plates for extra 
protection, desert camouflage pants tucked neatly into his boots, 
the young machine-gunner was waiting as he always did to go out 
on a mission through Ramadi, a city crawling with insurgents west 
of the Iraqi capital. 

Before every trip "outside the wire," he knew what to do if 
something went wrong or if he got into a firefight, and went over a 
memorized list with an Associated Press reporter who traveled with 
him through the city several times. 

_ If a grenade is thrown into the truck? "Yeii'Grenade!' and get the 
hell out, even if we're rolling," Sims said. "If you jump out and break 
your arm or leg, you'll be better off." 

_ If we are hit crossing the bridge and plunge into the river? "I'll get 
out, and I'll pull you out." 

_ If we get hit by a roadside bomb? "If your legs are still there, yell 
'I'm good,'" .Sims said. "If we roll over, try to grab my legs and try to 
pull me inside." 

Many of these things happen in Ramadi every day. But they don't happen every time you go out. 
These are safety procedures- just in case. 

Over the last few weeks, Sims and his crew - a driver, a vehicle commander and an interpreter -
went on many missions in Ramadi, a city of tall palm trees, villas, and war-wrecked buildings. 
Sometimes they went on several a day. 

One of those mornings, April 2, was a bad one: three Marines and a sailor were killed when 
artillery shells buried in the pavement exploded underneath their vehicle in the city center. 

As the destroyed Humvee burned, insurgents up the road took potshots at Marines with 
automatic rifles and filmed the blazing wreckage. 

Quick reaction forces were called up to provide security at the site, and Sims was among them. 

Marines here are keen to do their duty and carry out their mission, but there is anxiety. Leaving 
the relative safety of their base, they never know whether they'll be coming back. 

Sims would spend a lot of time hanging around in front of his Humvee, getting ready to go, 
cleaning his gun, listening to music and joking with his crew, smoking cigarettes. He laughed 
easily. 

Sims and his crew often escorted the provincial governor to work. Marines are tasked with 
keeping the governor alive and defending his office at a wrecked compound of buildings called 



Government Center. The compound comes under tire from small arms, rocket-propelled 
grenades or mortars just about every day. 

The center's root is stacked with walls of sandbags and has a ceiling of camouflage netting and 
several Marine observation posts. It you wait long enough at those posts, there's usually plenty to 
see: small groups of men in ski masks maneuvering among buildings that bear the scars of 
months of war. 

At the compound, mortar tire and snipers are a threat when you walk outside. Whenever Sims 
and other Marines would arrive, they usually sprinted across the exposed areas while another 
Marine provided cover by pointing his rifle at nearby tour- and five-story buildings. 

, Inside, Sims often kicked his teet back on dusty black sofa seats in a darkened downstairs 
corridor and hung out with his buddies. 

Soon after the April 2 blast, a Marine showed up at Government Center and played the Marine 
Hymn on a set of bagpipes tor troops manning posts on the roof. 

A Marines public affairs officer was doing a story about it, and asked Sims what he thought. Sims 
recounted the brief interview later. "This guy asked me how it made me feel," Sims said, smoking 
a cigarette one morning outside the Humvee. He shook his head, and seemed to be setting up a 
joke. "I told him, 'What do you think? It made me feel good.'" 

Marines deployed in downtown Ramadi sometimes cope with the danger by joking around - that 
is, when they have the time and there's no shooting. Humor can help ease the tension. 

Like most Marine gunners in Ramadi, Sims usually kept his head down below the Humvee's gun
shield, sitting on a belt-like jump seat. Because of Ramadi's severe sniper threat, it's not a good 
idea to stand in the turret, as other U.S. gunners in Iraq can do. 

One morning Sims was traveling with a Marine detachment picking up the governor to escort him 
to his office. The governor travels in his own mini-convoy of Mercedes-Benz cars and BMWs. 

The driver, the vehicle commander and Sims began betting - no money involved - on what color 
and make the governor's small convoy would be. Two white Mercedes-Benz vehicles and a green 
BMW? Or would it be all white? Maybe a blue thrown in? The governor has many cars and varies 
which one he rides in tor fear insurgents will try to assassinate him. 

Like most troops of the 3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, Sims had been in Iraq on a previous 
tour of duty. The Covington, Ky., native graduated high school in 2003 and married the following 
year, just before heading out on his first tour in Iraq. 

Some Marines carry "lucky charms" with them to keep them safe. Sims said he carried only two 
things at all times: a cross and most importantly his wedding band, which he wore on a necklace. 

"It didn't tail me last time I was in Iraq," he said one day this month, turning the wedding band 
around and around in his fingers, just a few weeks into his second deployment. 

On April i 5, Sims was on the way to Government Center, manning his turret as he rolled through 
the city, past U.S. observation posts and destroyed buildings flattened by U.S. airstrikes or shot 
up by insurgent weapons fire. 

As they pulled through a deep· moat of sewage water just outside a gate at Government Center in 
the lead Humvee, Sims was on the gun turret facing the buildings around them, providing security 
for the convoy. 
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Just before they entered the compound, a rocket-propelled grenade came out of nowhere, killing 
him instantly. 

In the dark dust of that moment, "time stood still," said an Iraqi interpreter who was with them at 
the time, a bespectacled man more than twice the age of the Marines. The interpreter declined to 
be named for fear of reprisals for working with Americans in Iraq. 

The driver and the vehicle commander were fine. The interpreter, sitting in the back seat, was hit 
by shrapnel in the arm and leg. Some shrapnel hit a pistol in a holster on his hip. The pistol may 
have saved his life. 

Hours later, deeply saddened, the interpreter sat against ·a wall in a blue chair near where Sims' 
Humvee was often parked at Hurricane Point. 

There were bandages around his arm and leg, blood covering his boots. "He was like a son to 
me," the interpreter said. "He had his whole life ahead of him." 

Justin Sims was just 22 years old. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: AP West Africa Bureau Chief Todd Pitman was embedded with U.S. Marines 
of the 3rd Battalion, 8th Regiment in Ramadi, Iraq for two weeks. 



In Iraq, standing still can be deadly 
U.S. Marines in Ramadi have learned to run anywhere they go and never 
park their vehicles for long. ' 

By Todd Pitman 
Associated Press 

RAMADI, Iraq -Weapons locked, loaded and ready, a U.S. Marine platoon runs through Ramadi's war
wrecked streets, hurling yellow, gray and violet smoke grenades to shroud their path. 

Pausing only to train gunbarrels around corners or scan rooftops for insurgents, they bound across desolate 
roads lined with broken .glass and charred cars - and start running again. 

Standing still is rarely an option in this insurgent-plagued metropolis beset by roadside bombs, rocket fire 
and, Marines in Ramadi say, the worst sniper threat on the planet. 

"Every time we go out, we run," said 2nd Lt. Brian Wilson, a 24-year-old platoon commander from Columbia, 
S.C. "If you stand still, you will get shot at." 

And most of the time, Marines shoot back. 

Buildings around Government Center, the Marine-defended headquarters of provincial government, offer 
stark evidence of fighting between insurgents and U.S. forces in downtown Ramadi, a city 70 miles west of 
Baghdad in the heart of the Sunni Arab-dominated insurgency. 

I 

Some buildings have been blown away by air strikes, their walls ripped open, their twisted floors collapsed. 
Others, including a small mosque and its tank-blasted minaret, are riddled with rocket and bullet impacts. 
Plastic awnings over shopfronts are shredded. Power lines hang down along sidewalks. 

Marines patrolling this city on foot don't like to stay exposed too long, preferring instead to blow front gate 
locks off private homes with special shotgun shells to take temporary cover in walled courtyards before· 
moving on. They don't knock first - there is no time. 

On one recent sweep, U.S. and Iraqi infantrymen climbed over walls between houses instead of risking the 
streets outside. 

"We try to stay mobile so snipers can't aim in on us," said 1st Lt. Carlos Goetz, a 29-year-old Miami native. 
"If we walk, then it gives them more time to aim in on your head." 

Running around with 60 to 80 pounds of gear, the Marines' pace is more of a quick jog. 

"You try to take cover wherever you can, but it just feels like someone's always watching you. It really 
messes with your head," said Cpl. Jason Hunt of Wellsville, N.Y. 

The safety-in-motion logic also applies to U.S. vehicles. Drivers roll back and forth in danger zones, rather 
than park, to make their vehicles harder targets, particularly for rocket-propelled grenades, or RPGs. 

One young Marine manning a machine gun in a Humvee turret outside Government Center was hit by an 
RPG and killed instantly just before the vehicle rolled inside. In recent weeks, another Marine was killed by a 
sniper's bullet that tore through. his shoulder toward his heart. 

Two Iraqi soldiers were fatally shot manning a guard post - one as he walked out of it and one who went to 
save him, said Marine Capt. Carlos Barela, 35, of Albuquerque, N.M. 



Out on the streets, troops are wary of all the spots that insurgents have used to hide bombs: heaps of 
garbage, rubble and wires, scrap metal, the occasional dead animal or body part. 

'This is the kind of stuff that makes you cringe," said Capt. Andrew Del Gaudio, 30, of Mount Laurel, N.J., 
gesturing at a large pile of dirt near a light pole as he ran along ahead of a raid with a platoon. 
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- AP correspondent Todd Pitman is embedded with U.S. Marines of the 3rd Battalion, 
8th Regiment in Ramadi, Iraq 

THURSDAY, April 6, 10 p.m. 

RAMADI, Iraq 

Sitting outside a sandbagged palace from the Saddam Hussein era that's now a U.S. 
Marine base, I set up my laptop and satellite phone and check e-mail. A sandstorm 
swept through a few hours ago; but it is clear again. It is a luxury to be able to check 
e-mail at all. There have been times in the past week that Marine commanders have 
temporarily cut off internet access for their troops. This happens when Marines die. 
It is vital that families are notified of deaths officially by the military, not bye-mails 
leaking back home. 

I see a translator who I've ridden with through the city several times and we talk. He 
kneels next to me. "What is life but a vapor that appears for short while and 
vanishes away?" he says. "Life is very short. It is so precious. You learn to 
appreciate that here. n 

This interpreter, an American citizen born in Iraq, was with me when I rode over 
here in a small convoy for the first time. He had an M-16. I've never seen a 
translator with an M-16. "My life is precious, too,n he told me, explaining he would 
only use the weapon in self-defense. Interpreters, especialy those who are born in 
Iraq like this man, keep their identities secret to prevent reprisals. 

To put this level of danger in perspective, I have been asked by Marines_ they were 
joking, of course_ four separate times if I wanted to carry a weapon, a pistol at 
least, or an automatic rifle. I've been embedded both with U.S. troops in Iraq and in 
Afghanistan, and I've never been asked that question, even in jest. 

Ramadi is perhaps the most dangerous place in Iraq. I don't know if the statistics 
back that up, but that is certainly the impression among all the Marines I've spoken 
to here, and myself. Everyday there are IED blasts, small arms attacks, snipers 
taking potshots. The level of violence seems leagues beyond the rest of the country. 
Everytime I have walked out?ide to set up my equipment at this spot, I have heard 
machine-gun fire. An aquamarine bridge along the edge of this base, now occupied 
by Marines, was firing yellowish flares last night to warn somebody to keep back. 

Whenever we take a ride in Humvees out of the base, the gunner must brief me on 
what to do in case we are hit: by a grenade, by an IED, by a mortar round, by small 
arms fire. Each procedure is different. 

Despite the violence, much of Ramadi is nevertheless normal. It is a functioning city. 
People sell fruit, appliances, air conditioners in the roads. You see children in the 
streets. Business goes on. Life goes on. 
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The center of Ramadi, though, is clearly a combat zone. Buildings have been shot up, 
torn through by rocket-fire, splattered with bullets or shrapnel, collapsed by SOD
pound bombs. 

In this area is the Government Center, a compound housing the governor's office. It 
looks more like a military base with Marines deployed along the rooftop in 
sandbagged posts covered with camouflage netting. Marines are here to keep the 
governor alive. Inside, industrial cables lay across the floor. Marines rest on cots in 
darkened hallways. Radios squawk with rumblings of operations outside. This place is 
attacked virtually every day by gunmen lurking in abandoned buildings surrounding 
it. They are no real match for the Marines' firepower, but they are relentless. One 
mortar round blew a hole in one of the wings of the building while I was there, but it 
didn't seem to bother anyone_ though one police recruit was injured and taken to a 
hospital. The goal of such insurgent strikes is clearly to undermine local government. 
The commander of the 3rd Battalion, 8th Regiment, Lt. Col. Steve Neary, pointed out 
that despite such violence, the governor comes to work everyday. 

Not all tasks are easy though. 'rnsurgents burned down or blew up Ramadi's cell 
phone towers, and with them, the landlines. The city has no phone service. A team 
of foreign technicians was in Ramadi this week to try to fix that. Lt. Col. Neary was 
arranging air power and a Marine unit to accompany the technicians who were to 
inspect the site_ it would have been foolhardy to do so unprotected. But a vehicle in 
their convoy was hit by an lED blast. That, combined with some mortar explosions, 
sent the team packing. Today, the Marines sent one of their own engineers, a Marine 
reservist, to the site. 

I've gone on several Marine patrols and raids outside Government Center. Nearly all 
the buildings around it are abandoned. It's an eerie place. There are burnt out shells 
of cars. There is a lot of trash. Each pile of garbage, each stray bag, each pile of dirt 
could be an IED. It makes you cringe. Today we saw the carcass ·of a bloated black 
cow. Even that could be an lED. On many of the walls, there is black spray-painted 
graffiti. I take photos, and now I ask the interpreter if he can tell me what one of 
them says. In the photo, a Marine is standing on a corner with eyes on the scope of 
his rifle, providing cover as his colleagues run across the street. Behind him, on the 
wall, are the words in Arabic, "Long Live the Mujaheeden." Another we passed 
several days ago said, "Kill traitors before the Americans." 

"There is so much hate here," the interpreter says. "You get a different look at life 
when you come to place like this." 

_Todd Pitman 






